
The Way Forward

Sustainable Lowland 
Development in Indonesia



Towardsé

ÉAn integrated, harmonized and 
(climate change) resilient social and 
economic development in the 
lowlands while conserving peatlands 
and forests for their water retention, 
carbon stock and bio -diversity.



The challengeé.
É With the building up of pressure é.

ï Government policies on employment, food security, bio - fuels and export
ï degradation of forest, peatlands and mangrove zones 
ï Climate change, CO2 emissions, peat fires, 
ï low productive and sometimes converted or abandoned agricultural areas

É New approaches are neededé..
ï to balance development and conservation in lowlands 
ï in a context of climate change 
ï because past lowland development proved no success  

É That make use of new opportunitiesé.
ï for conservation provided by Carbon Market (REDD, CDM, CPF)
ï for development provided by public and private investors

É In a multi -sector, decentralized context é.
ï many national and local gvt. agencies involved withé
ï essential roles for local government but é.
ï existing legislation, regulation and management institutions not adequate.

É With many (conflicting) interest.
ï development and conservation
ï public and private
ï Short benefits and long term loss



What is there?

É The experience of the 1 st and 2 nd generation lowland 
development programs.

É More awareness of é..
ï the value of the lowlands and the need for conservation
ï the need for an integrated - multi -sectoral approach in a regional 

development context
ï the role of local government, (local) parliamentarians, civil 

society
ï Development of lowlands to a productive stage takes much time.

É Recent initiatives and lessons learned éé
ïNational Strategy and Action Plan for Sustainable Management of 

Peatlands (MOHA, 2006)
ï National Lowland Development Strategy (MOPW ïGON,2008)
ï Water Management Pilots STLD (MOPW -GON, 2008) 
ï Central Kalimantan Peatland Project (GoI -GON, 2008 )
ï Master Plan ex -Mega Rice (GoI ïGON, 2008)



Essential Elements

ÉLegal, Institutional and Financial 
frameworks

ÉRegional development plans

ÉSpatial plans

ÉWater management plans

ÉAction 

ïInfrastructural Investments

ïInstitutional Strengthening



DEVELOPMENT
ÅEmployment
ÅLivelihoods
ÅFood security
ÅRevenues / Devisa
ÅCC Adaptation

CONSERVATION
ÅBiodiversity
ÅCC Mitigation
ÅCarbon Emissions
ÅHydrology
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